
CLIL reloaded 

CLIL Conference Linz

March 31, 2017

wilfried.nagl@lsr-ooe.gv.at

mailto:wilfried.nagl@lsr-ooe.gv.at


Personal job profile

• Inspector for Technical and Vocational 

Colleges in Upper Austria

• Head of the Department for Vocational 

Schools and Colleges

Background

• Teacher

• Teacher Trainer

• EU-Coordinator / Project Management

• eLearning / Blended Learning



Agenda

• Legal background / CLIL as a part of the curriculum and an 

agent in a process of change – so why "reloaded"?

• Structure / Implementation in everyday teaching and learning

• Intercultural approach / Communication

• Linguistic background / Grammar correctness – communicative 

competence

• Success factors



Legal background / CLIL as a part of the curriculum and an 
agent in a process of change – so why "reloaded"?

Discussion of 
organisational
issues vs. 
pedagogical 
and didactical 
activities in the 
classroom

Institutional 
support 
required !!!



Structure / Implementation in everyday 

teaching and learning

• A thorough planning of CLIL lessons supports 

teachers and learners and will lead to feeling safe in 

the classroom (→ K. Kelly: "mechanics" of lessons)

• Use material available!

Mind didactics in order

to prevent your students

being passive

spectators!

• Make your students

active!
CLIL is definitely NOT a teacher's language training!



Concept Mapping as a good method of making your 

students active

Free open source 

software

Free download

http://cmap.ihmc.us

http://cmap.ihmc.us/


Intercultural approach / Communication – "key assumptions"

Ilja Repin (1880)

• Consider your students' future 

labour situation in international 

project teams

• Language is mainly used for 

communication (and not for filling in 

the correct words in exercises).

• Linguistic correctness and native 

English doesn't always lead to 

ensured communication and 

understanding in multilingual teams.

(→ K. Kelly: ... help your students to 

deal with misunderstanding...) 

• Flexibility and paraphrasing are 

essential competences in a 

multilingual communication process. 

CLIL is a perfect training camp in 

this respect! 
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Linguistic background / Grammar correctness – communicative 
competence

• CLIL lesson ≠ English lesson

As their objectives are different you 

can't apply the same rules or standards!

• The focus on grammar correctness can 

be an obstacle to an automatic switch 

to a foreign language

• Nevertheless .....

... try to avoid "Germanisms" 

... concentrate on the correct English 

word order

... focus on the correct prepositions as 

they are essential in explaining and 

describing a technical context

... train linkers and adverbial phrases

...........................................................



Success factors

Ilja Repin (1873)

• Be yourself!

• Let your students talk – it's their CLIL-

lesson (→ K. Kelly: create 

communicative opportunities)

• Train the "automatic switch"

• Start thinking in English and do not 

translate

• Share materials and experience with 

colleagues

• Have fun ...

• ......................

http://www.google.at/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjvrYXR5PvSAhUSrRQKHe95COkQjRwIBw&url=http://www.bpb.de/geschichte/zeitgeschichte/geschichte-im-fluss/210102/treidler-an-der-wolga?p%3Dall&bvm=bv.150729734,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNGRSIOMd64JFqNxYC0-GBC-lrRsUQ&ust=1490879299406718
http://www.google.at/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjvrYXR5PvSAhUSrRQKHe95COkQjRwIBw&url=http://www.bpb.de/geschichte/zeitgeschichte/geschichte-im-fluss/210102/treidler-an-der-wolga?p%3Dall&bvm=bv.150729734,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNGRSIOMd64JFqNxYC0-GBC-lrRsUQ&ust=1490879299406718
http://www.google.at/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiC8Nzu5PvSAhWHtBoKHaLfA-0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.kunstkopie.de/a/repin/irepinwolgatreidlereinefu.html&bvm=bv.150729734,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNGRSIOMd64JFqNxYC0-GBC-lrRsUQ&ust=1490879299406718
http://www.google.at/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiC8Nzu5PvSAhWHtBoKHaLfA-0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.kunstkopie.de/a/repin/irepinwolgatreidlereinefu.html&bvm=bv.150729734,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNGRSIOMd64JFqNxYC0-GBC-lrRsUQ&ust=1490879299406718
http://www.google.at/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiMz9OL5fvSAhWGExoKHQT2BecQjRwIBw&url=http://www.kunst-meditation.it/repin-wolgatreidler/&bvm=bv.150729734,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNGRSIOMd64JFqNxYC0-GBC-lrRsUQ&ust=1490879299406718
http://www.google.at/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiMz9OL5fvSAhWGExoKHQT2BecQjRwIBw&url=http://www.kunst-meditation.it/repin-wolgatreidler/&bvm=bv.150729734,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNGRSIOMd64JFqNxYC0-GBC-lrRsUQ&ust=1490879299406718


Recommendation – or something you can take home ...

TED
Ideas worth 

spreading

http://www.ted.com

http://www.ted.com/


Thank You very much for Your 

participation !

... questions, ideas, comments, 

discussion ...


