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Scaffolding: The Holy Grail of CLIL



• Why scaffolding is important for your learners

• How scaffolding can be used in your lesson

• What activities you can do that promote scaffolding
techniques in your lesson

Learning objectives of this session



• CLIL student

• CLIL Maths teacher

• CLIL Coach

• Chief editor CLIL Magazine

• CLIL teacher trainer

Who am I?



What is scaffolding?



A process of setting up the situation to make the child’s entry 
easy and successful and then gradually pulling back and 

handling the role to the child as he becomes skilled enough to 
manage it. 

Bruner, 1986: 60

What is scaffolding?



Temporary supporting structures that will assist learners to 
develop new understandings, new concepts and new 

abilities.

Hammond 2001: 14

What is scaffolding?



Scaffolding ‘leads learners to reach beyond what they are 
able to achieve alone, to participate in new situations and to 

tackle new tasks’ 

Gibbons 2015: 14

What is scaffolding?



Important?



Some scaffolding is needed a bit longer



Without scaffolding:

“Read this text and answer the questions”

With scaffolding:

“Identify the words you do not know. We will discuss those in a minute.”

“First read the text and write down the three most important aspects of the text.”

“Write down what you already know about this topic and come up with three 
questions you don’t know the answer to yet”

In your lesson



Lev Vygotsky (1896-1934)

Why does scaffolding actually work?

It is the distance between the
actual development level as 
determined by independent 
problem solving and the level 
of potential development as 
determine through problem
solving under adult guidance
or in collaboration with more 
capable peers. 

(Vygotsky, 1978: 86)



Zone of Proximal Development

“The advancement 
through and attainment 
of the upper limit of the 
ZPD is limited by the 
instructional and 
scaffolding-related 
capabilities of the more 
knowledgeable other”

Adapted from McLeod, S. 
A. (2018)



Scaffolding in a CLIL setting



Scaffolding & Embedding

Text adapted from Ball, P., Kelly, K., and Clegg, J., 

Putting CLIL into practice (2015)



From scaffolding to embedding



Embedding:

Scaffolding:

Non-CLIL source material



Language Learning process

Scaffolding in your lesson



What does this image have to do with scaffolding?

Activity: Image search



Help to start

Provide correct words to use

Imply what the words mean

How does scaffolding help?



Stage 1: Input

Stage 2: Transformation

Stage 3: Output

Bernie Dodge (2009)

Three types of scaffolds



Reception scaffold

Helps student to perceive structure

Stage 1: Input



Transformation scaffold

Helps student to work with the data

Stage 2: Transformation



Production scaffold

Helps student to provide structure

Stage 3: Output



Scaffolding Application Table

Reception Transformation Production

Language

Learning

Not possible

A series of phrases

and words to be used

in a presentation

An outline of a 

presenation

A partially filled in word 

list to be completed by

students to support 

reading a text.

A diagram to complete 

with pros and cons of a 

text

A gapped text to fill out 

while listening



Activity: Gapped instruction



Modelling

Bridging

Contextualisation

Building Schema

Re-presenting tekst

Developing metacognition

Walqui, A. (2006)

6 types of instructional scaffolding



Show, don’t tell

Modeling



Activate prior knowledge

Bridging



Everyday language (BICS) and Academic language (CALP)

Contextualising



Structure for both input and output

Schema building



1. Substitution tables

2. Sentence starters

3. Gapped text

Scaffolding language in your lesson



Substitution tables



Sentence starters



Gapped text – Open answers

http://random-idea-english.blogspot.com/2011/07/tools-gapfill-generator.html



Gapped text – Multiple choice



If possible, have 
a variety of 
sentence

starters or other
means of 

scaffolding
available.

Language support in your classroom



1) Important

2) Structure and ideas

3) Activities for your lesson

Conclusion



Any questions?

Q&A
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